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Pictural Journey in Dante’s Inferno
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The Association ARS TABULAE PICTAE was born in the of Padua (Padova) in the year 2007. The Association has the purpose to organize exhibitions with specific issue. The directive of the Association , in agreement with the associates, decides an issue to work on and a new exhibition is ready to take life. With this method, it is born the exhibition “Storia, Gloria ed Arte dell’Ateneo Patavino”, that the Association realized and exposed in Padua University. 

The second selected issue was the Inferno from Dante’s masterpiece “Divina Commedia”. They decided especially to illustrate the Inferno, all the 34 chapters for a total of 41 paintings.

The exhibition took name “Viaggio Pittorico nell’Inferno Dantesco” and had a preview in Palazzo Moroni, Padua (Padova). It was a huge success and, after that, the exhibition never stop sto visit different cities of the region, like Abano Terme, Montegrotto Terme and so on.

The characteristic that make this exhibition unique is the enormous pedagogic value. In the Middle Ages the illiteracy was diffuse and the Holy Bible was often subject of illustration on churches to make possible to the illiterates to follow the religious way to God. The Divina Commedia is a religious and philosophical text and Dante wanted that his work could be a pedagogical help to the human people to reach the Paradise. It is because the Divina Commedia is subject of illustration in many churches too. 

The exhibition of Ars Tabulae Pictae follows this tradition and wants to tell the story of Dante’s journey in the Inferno, between dangers and hope, under the guide of Virgilio, the venerable Latin poet, punished in the Hell just for his paganism. 

This is a spiritual journey for Dante but also a spiritual and cultural journey for the visitor, who can learn a lot about one of the most important poets of the Middle Ages and of all the history of the literature and, at the same time, can reflect about the fragility of the human life. 

The exhibition is enjoyable also for very young people who appreciate the simplicity of the tales through illustrations. 

The exhibition is outside of Italy for the first time in the year 2012. Dante wil visit the Regional Gallery of Västmanland in Virsbo the first September 2012. After that, many other cities in Sweden are waiting for the journey of the Italian poet. Under the mornings in Virsbo, schoolchildren and visitors of any ages will be guided to know the story of the Inferno and part of the story of Italy. 

The Master Alberto Bolzonella is a painter of long experience. Bolzonella is born in 1934 in Padua where he still lives. He is author of three large wall-paintings, one in the Cappella Cimiteriale di Padova, one in Cimitero di Pieve di Soligo (Treviso) and the third one in the Duomo dei Militari (Padova). He is currently the President of the Association “Ars Tabulae Pictae”. 

More information:

Archivio Monografico dell’Arte Italiana: Alberto Bolzonella, Pittore.

Maecenas Italy Art is a cultural business with main office in Sweden. The business organizes exhibition related to Italy, archaeological, history of art and contemporary art. 

More information:

www.maecenasitalyart.com

The exhibition is available from the next year. The exhibition has to be requested to Maecenas Italy Art., that transports and arranges the exhibition in Scandinavian. The exhibition is gratis. 

